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Food Supplies for Community Food Projects
A Feeding Britain Guide 


This document lists a number of the key food sources and suppliers used by Community Food Projects across the Feeding Britain network. We will continue to update this list. Please email info@feedingbritain.org if you have any feedback or additions.
[bookmark: _uc50upcwlkw9]Local businesses
For many partners, strong relationships with local businesses are central to their food supply. Organisations may be able to donate produce, arrange for you to collect surplus or offer discounted rates. This may include: 
· Supermarkets who may have community champions to support local causes including arranging food drives, donating produce, offering discounts and granting vouchers and funding. 
· Local shops including butchers, bakers, greengrocers who may be able to offer surplus, discounts or bulk purchase rates
· Markets including wholesale markets
· Restaurants, cafes and caterers 
· Other community food projects to redistribute and share produce - a Whatsapp group can be a simple way to arrange swaps and share surplus.

You can read case studies of how local businesses are providing support to Feeding Britain’s partners here.
[bookmark: _92j2sss06fz7]Local growing networks
Growing and gardening organisations may provide low-cost and high quality fruit and vegetables. Networks include: 
· Gleaning networks who harvest surplus crops from farms and redistribute these to food projects (e.g. Cornwall Gleaning Network https://gleaningcornwall.org.uk/) 
· You can read about a gleaning network supported by Feeding Britain in Gloucestershire here.
· Allotment sharing projects to share any abundance of produce (e.g. Bath and North East Somerset Crop Drop https://www.cropdrop.org.uk/) 
· You can listen to a Feeding Britain podcast about a Nottinghamshire project with allotments here.
· Community gardens
· Community and city farms

In some areas, food projects have arrangements with farmers whereby they receive surplus produce, and provide the farm with any waste for animal food. Growing organisations may also be able to offer volunteering and work experience opportunities for people accessing community food projects.

Real Farming Trust have developed the LUSH Model - Linking up Suppliers and Hubs to get good, locally grown food into community food projects. Find out more here: https://realfarming.org/resource/lush-starter-pack/ 

[bookmark: _odqzcsds07pf]Food and Community Trust 
Food and Community Trust is a registered charity (as part of the S6 foodbank in Sheffield) which runs a Food Supply Partnership to lower the costs of bulk purchasing for charities and non-profit organisations that support people in food insecurity. They offer ambient goods at very competitive prices, with a core range of around twenty items. The minimum order quantity is two pallets, and delivery costs are included in the price. 

Food can be purchased in half pallet quantities (or at layer quantities for slightly higher prices). Prices vary dependent on location to account for delivery costs, and pallets are delivered on a vehicle with a tail-lift and pallet truck - so you do not need a forklift truck, etc to receive stock. 

Example prices below for delivery to Manchester and London (correct as of Dec 2025)


For updated prices, and to sign up, please email samevans@fctrust.uk and bethanywillcox@fctrust.uk. There is no subscription or ongoing commitment. 

Please note that Food and Community Trust can only supply charities and non-profits involved in supporting people in food insecurity / hardship.
[bookmark: _wbmy7tl36g70]Ankosé CIC: Discounted deals for the Feeding Britain network
Feeding Britain is working with Ankosé CIC to broker discounted deals with food suppliers for community food projects within the Feeding Britain network. These are commercial relationships where projects order directly from the supplier, pay for the order, and it is delivered to the project. 

You can view a recording from our September 2024 webinar with Ankosé CIC to find out more: https://youtu.be/aRbnFWkoGQQ

The food supplies available through Ankosé CIC are:
· Fruit and veg through Nationwide Produce: Prices are fixed on a monthly basis. The pricing is based on ordering a mixed pallet. Delivery is free. 
· Dairy through Freshways: Delivery across England and Wales. Minimum value per order around £300, but can offer a lower minimum order quantity for regular deliveries.
· Herbs and spices from Green Cuisine: The minimum order is 10-15 cases (1 case would have 48 small boxes in it, which are packed in trays of 6 with 8 trays of 6 in a case).
· Eggs: Price £1.50 per dozen small barn eggs. Minimum order of 15 dozen to parts of East Anglia. Minimum order of 1 pallet (48 cases x 15 dozen = 720 eggs) elsewhere in England.
· Meat: Delivery across England. Minimum order is 1 pallet. The minimum order quantity for Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex and Cambridgeshire will be smaller as the supplier can deliver in their own vans.
· Ready meals from Wildly Tasty: Minimum order value £150. Delivery is free.
· Suma Wholefoods: Delivery across the whole of the UK. In most areas they deliver on their own vehicles, but in Northern Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Wight deliveries will be covered by a carrier. 
Please contact info@feedingbritain.org to access the latest price lists. 
[bookmark: _oi207zbc9aky]Supermarkets and wholesalers
Some supermarkets and wholesalers have been able to offer discounted rates, donated produce and surplus collections to community food projects. We would recommend speaking to the store manager or community champion to explore any support they can offer. 

http://trolley.co.uk/ is a price comparison website, allowing you to compare prices for specific items across supermarkets.

The following supermarkets and wholesalers have been particularly useful to Feeding Britain projects: 
· Morrisons Wholesale - www.wholesale.morrisons.com contact bulkpurchase@morrisonsplc.co.uk 
· Bulk-purchase orders offering discounted rates for charities. Minimum order of 40 cases of product. Delivery site must be able to accommodate an 18 tonne delivery vehicle.
· Iceland Wholesale - contact anthony.howard@iceland.co.uk
· Wholesale catalogue available and will deliver directly to projects. 
· Makro www.makro.co.uk/ 
· May be able to repackage meat and other goods in sizes you need 
· 10% of spend goes back onto your account
· Booker www.booker.co.uk 
· Can be beneficial to speak to the store manager to explore options for support.
· Ankosé CIC has negotiated for projects in the Feeding Britain network to receive Booker Gold Cards, which include a rebate if spending levels are reached, and cashback for spending at Tesco. 
· Costco www.Costco.co.uk 
· Chilled, frozen and ambient, plus household, kitchenware, toiletries and more
· May be able to deliver to you 
· Aldi www.aldi.co.uk or in local stores
· Some stores are able to offer bulk purchasing which projects can collect from the store.
· Lidl www.lidl.co.uk or in local stores
· In some stores, the manager is able to offer discounted rates for charities
· Bestway wholesale https://www.bestwaywholesale.co.uk/ 
[bookmark: _upbc9qz3oyrw]Surplus, donations and discount suppliers
· Banquet www.bankuet.co.uk 
· Members of the public donate money to their chosen organisation, and Bankuet uses these funds to purchase items for the organisation from their shopping list. Orders are delivered to you. Bankuet takes a cut on all donations.
· You can view a Feeding Britain webinar on Bankuet here.
· Country Food Trust www.thecountryfoodtrust.org/food-distribution/ 
· Can provide high protein, ambient, nutritious meals in ready to use pouches or catering packs using surplus game meat including pheasant and venison.
· FareShare Community Food Membership  www.fareshare.org.uk 
· Community Food Membership provides a regular delivery or collection of surplus food which may otherwise have gone to waste. There is a regular membership fee. Organisations must have relevant food hygiene requirements in place. 
· FareShare Go www.fareshare.org.uk 
· FareShare Go offers surplus foods from local supermarkets including Booker, Tesco, Asda and Waitrose.FareShare Go will match you with your local store, which will send you a notification on your chosen delivery day to collect. You will need to collect the food from the store.
· HIS Church www.hischurch.org.uk
· A redistribution charity providing supplies of chilled, frozen, ambient and household goods by the pallet load. Members pay a donation per delivery. 
· Neighbourly www.neighbourly.com 
·  A surplus redistribution platform where you can arrange to collect surplus from local businesses including M&S, Aldi, Lidl and Sainsbury’s.
· Olio https://olioapp.com/en/ 
· An app that allows individuals to list and share items, including food. Download and register with the Olio app. 
· Share My Qurbani https://sharemyqurbani.org/ 
· Connecting mosques, halal butchers and community food projects to distribute donated Qurbani meat. Currently working in North West, London, South, Yorkshire, Midlands, East and South Wales. 
· Too Good To Go www.toogoodtogo.co.uk
· Businesses list any surplus food on the Too Good To Go app. Users of the app can then purchase this surplus food at a discounted price. Some surplus needs to be collected on the same day, other stores will list surplus for future collection. This can be a good way to redistribute any surplus from your food project, and to access surplus from other businesses.
· Warburtons www.warburtons.co.uk/our-company/sustainability/within-the-community/giving-donating/product-donation/
·  Warburtons bakeries and sites may be able to donate produce to local community groups. 
· Xcess www.xcess.org.uk
· An independent national network of surplus food redistributors. Organisations cover different geographical areas and each operates in their own way. We would recommend contacting the organisations working in your area to explore any opportunities to work together. 
· Ample
· Ample purchases surplus fruit and vegetables from farms and sells them at box and pallet sizes. The majority of boxes and pallets are single items, but in some cases they can be mixed. Their pallet sizes offer significantly better value than box sizes. 
· Meatex https://meatex.co.uk/ 
· Meatex offers wholesale surplus meat and fish, through an online platform. Minimum order quantities of a single product tend to be at around 1000kg, or approximately 1-2 pallets. The majority of items are frozen.
[bookmark: _ren584oedhs7]Non-food items
· In Kind Direct www.inkinddirect.org
· Distributing donated goods from companies to UK charitable organisations for a low cost. In Kind Direct’s online catalogue displays the products that are currently available. Includes toiletries, toys, clothing and homeware. On average products are around 80-90% off retail prices, meaning £1 with In Kind Direct unlocks around £7 of value.
· You can watch a Feeding Britain webinar introducing In Kind Direct here.
· Hey Girls www.heygirls.co.uk/community-partners/ 
· Can provide free period products including cups, pants, pads and tampons. 
· Beauty Banks UK https://www.beautybanks.org.uk/ 
· Can provide free hygiene products.
· The Hygiene Bank https://thehygienebank.com/get-products/
· Can provide free hygiene products. Products must be given away for free.
[bookmark: _jdmjmt2yezev]Other tips
· Work with your local community to develop donation points where people can donate food, for example, GP surgeries, schools, fire stations, police stations and holiday parks.
· Encourage volunteers and members of a food project to share anything they have an abundance of, for example courgettes or apples from the garden. 
· Use up surplus food or bulky catering packs by cooking nutritious meals which can be offered as take-home ready meals at Affordable Food Clubs. 
· Run ‘food drives’ at local supermarkets to encourage the public to donate the stock you need.
[bookmark: _xb9kakpjp5zz]Further resources from Feeding Britain
· Webinar on culturally appropriate food supplies: https://youtu.be/hAMRsrsY0cI 
· Webinar on collective food purchasing and warehousing: https://youtu.be/TbEULKO4WAs 
· Webinar on food supply tips for Affordable Food Clubs: https://youtu.be/vcMcVZrul8w 

To find out more about Feeding Britain and how we may be able to support you, please contact info@feedingbritain.org 
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